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Dear Ms. Atkinson: 
1 

Federal Communications Commission 
' Office of the secretary 

I have received the enclosed correspondence from a constituent, Alvin Walker, regarding 
the implementation of Broadband Power Lines (BPL). Mr. Walker is concerned about the 
impact BPL will have on amateur radio operations. 

enclosed correspondence will be greatly appreciated. Please reply directly to Mr. W&er, and 
forward a copy of that response to me, marked to the attention of Matthew McCullough in my 
Washington office. 

9 

Due to the desire of my office to be responsive to all inquiries, your consideration of the 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely, 

e e s %  JOHN ENSIGN 

Wjmm 

Enclosure 
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May i, 2004 
Senator lohn Ensi n (R- NV) 
washi ngton , DC 20315 
Dear Senator John Ensign: 

t 

L 

I need your help. 

I am very concerned wi th  the pro osed use o f  Broadband over Power Lines (BPL) that  

t h i s  proposal f o r  BPL t o  go any further!  

From the data that  1 have received about t h i s  new electronic transmissiqn o f  
information i s  that  i t  i s  wrought wi th numerous problems that  have not been 
resolved. 
jur isdict ions a f te r  rev1 e w i  ng studi es showi n 

Many studies that  have been made that  show BPL w i l l  cause considerable interference 
t o  much o f  the ex is t ing amateur radio frequencies as wel l  w i t h  emergency and 
government frequencies. More research must be conducted before al lowing t h i s  new 
mode o f  transmission o f  data. 

AS you probably know many amateur radio operators are not Hams only f o r  the hobby 
and fun o f  i t . Many o f  them.spend considerable f ime volunteering for COItHnUnltY 
projects and emergency communicatlons, a l l  a t  t he i r  own expense. 

I f o r  one volunteer my communication experience and e uipment f o r  several events 

twenty-nine m i l e  bicycle Death Ride i n  Alpine County, Cal i fornia.  

I also am a member o f  the emer ency communication team f o r  Douglas County, Nevada 

Amen can Radio Relay League (ARRL) "Amateur .Radio Emergency. Servi ce (ARES) 
and ho an ARRL designated. ' o f f i c i a l  Emergency Stat?on" (OES) posi t ion.  
many hours a year i n  communlcatlons t ra in ing so we w i l l  be prepared t o  serve as 
communicators.if a disaster happens. Our group i n  the past several years have,been 
involved helpin 

The followjng i s  a l e t t e r  composed,by ARRL more completely explaining the reasons 
fo r  not going ahead w i t h  BPL a t  t h i s  t ime:  

i s  being favorably reviewed by t I: e FCC and President Bush. 

wi th many o f  t h e i r  ex is t ing communication mo 8 es. 

Please do not t h i s  allow 

Several countries i n  the world have-disallowed BPL t o  be used i n  the i r  
i t  causes way too much i nterference 

including the annual Pony Express Re-ride across Neva 8 a and the one hundred and 

which includes membership i n  t fl e FEMA "Radio Amateur C i v j l  Emergency Servjce" 

Nevada and Cali  3 ornia. 

We spend 

various agencies with communicatlons during f i r e s  and floods i n  
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On A p r i l  26, President Bush t o l d  the Amerlican Association of Community Colleges 
Annual ,convention i n  Minneapolis: There needs t o  be technical standards t o  make 
possible new broadband technologies, such as the 'use o f  high-speed conimunication 
d i rect ly  over power l i nes .  Power l i n e s  were f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ;  ower l i n g s  can be used ' 
f o r  broadband technology. So the technical standards need t o  l e  changed t o  encourage 
t h a t  " -..-_. 
Mr.  Bush i s  wrong. Using powet- l i n e s  t o  distribut'e broadband services (cal ledo 
Broadband over Power Lines, or 6PL) i s  a bad idea tha t  should not be encouraged. As 
a federally licensed Amateur Radio operator who has pas ed a Federal communications 
Commission (FCCI examination i n  radio communication tecgnology, I can t e l l  you why. 
Power l ines were designed t p  transmit e lec t r i ca l  energy. They were not designed t o  
transmit broadbaqd signals, which i s  fact  are radio-frequency (RF) signals. when a 
broadband signal i s  put on a power l i ne ,  much o f  the RF energy leaks o f f  the  l i n e  
and radiates, causing interference t o  nearby radio rekeivers. Interference has been 
documented a t  t es t  s i t es  throu hout the country and overseas where BPL i s  i n  

vwwv.arrl .org/bpl, 
The nation's 680,000 radio amakeurs are especially concerned about th is ,  interference 
because i t  affects the short waves -- a uni ue port ion o f  the radio spectrym that 
supports long-distance, intercontinental ra  9 i o  communication. Licensed radio 
amateurs use these frequencies f o r  hurricane reporting, disaster and emergency 
r e l i e f ,  and many other 

world. NO matter what happens, radio amateurslwi I be able t o  communicate with one 
another without having t o  re1 

weak radio signals we are t r y i n g  t o  hear. 
I n  addition t o  amateur operation, the short waves are used f o r  internat ionaj  
broadcasting, aeronautical , maritime, and other services including .the m i l i t a ry .  
Depending on the frequencies Tn use, BPL interference also could wipe out radio 
communication f o r  many of our nation's F i r s t  Responders -- pol ice, f i r e ,  and 

, I  

operation. Recordings o f  actua 9 interference a t  several t e s t  s i t es  are avai'lablq a t  

Radio service i s  the on 7 y 100% fa i l sa fe  emergenc comnunications capab i l i t y - i n  the 

we cannot maintain our emerge I;  cy networks if BPL i s  deployed and in ter feres with the 

urposes i n  accordanc,e wi th ficc regulations. The Amateur: 

7 
on the expensTve avd vulnerable infra!j'tructure.-- but 

ency medical personnkl -- who use low-band VHF radios operating i n  the 30-50 
er tz  (MHz) range. 

f ? 
amateurs support expanded broadband services t o  consumers a t  lower cost. 

Indeed, they tend t o  be early ado t e r s  o f  new technology. However, there a re  wa s t o  
del iver broadband tha t  do not pol U t e  the radio s ectrum as BPL does. These incyude 
fiber-to-the-home, cable, DsL, and Broadband w i r e  ess Access. None of these 
technologies causes interference t o  short wave radio. 
BPL i s  sometimes touted as a solut ion f o r  ru ra l  areas. I t  i s  not. A BPL s i  rial only 
carr ies a few thousand feet down a power l i n e  and then must be-repeated. A i s  
requires a l o t  o f  hardware and w i l l  not be economic i n  areas with low population 

e FCC recognizes the interference potential of BPL and i s  i n  the midst o f  a 
rulemaking proceeding, ET Docket NO. 04-37, that  proposes new requirements and 
measurement guidelines f o r  BPL systems. However, the FCC proposals do not go nearly 
f a r  enough t o  ro tect  over-the-ai r radiocommunication services. 

technologies and that  outweighs whatever benefi t  i t  may o f fe r .  National broadband 
telecommunications policy should not include support f o r  BPL, but should focus on 

I n  short, .BPL R as a major disadvantage that  i s  not shared by other broadband 

other, more appropriate technologies. 
By encouraging broadband over power l ines,  the administration i s  heading i n  the 
wrong direct ion. Please do what you can t o  change i t s  course. Thank YOU. 

I 

sincerely , 
A1 V i  n H. wal ker , KD7MXR 
775-267-3850 
awawnv@aol . com 
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